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“Shelby-Utica-Sterling Chamber of Com-
merce” in 1967, and in 1972 the “Utica Area
Chamber of Commerce,” 1977 “Northwest
Macomb Chamber of Commerce,” 1986 “Ster-
ling Heights Area Chamber of Commerce,”
and in 2009 the “Sterling Heights Regional
Chamber of Commerce & Industry.” The
Chamber’s “Heritage Communities” of Sterling
Heights, Utica, and Shelby Twp. are still home
to almost 50 percent of the Chamber's mem-
bership, and the Chamber now has members
in every Macomb County community.

As a testament to the Chamber’s ability to
evolve and strengthen with time, in 2010 they
partnered with the Anchor Bay Area Chamber
of Commerce and formed a collaborative rela-
tionship that capitalizes on the strengths of
both Chambers.

The Chamber's mission over the last 50
years has been simple: To bring features,
benefits and value to their members, and each
and every day strive to bring a Return on In-
vestment (ROI) to their members, and to make
their Chamber the best business organization

possible.
| have witnessed firsthand the success the

Chamber has with accomplishing this goal. As
we have all worked together to move Macomb
County forward, the Chamber has been on the
forefront working with multiple partners across
the community toward common goals for the
betterment of the businesses, communities
and residents they serve.

In addition, | came to personally know long-
time former Executive Director Lil Adams
whom | was pleased to work with on a number
of vital local transportation projects, and cur-
rent President Wayne Oehmke. Each has pro-
vided the Chamber with active, dedicated

leadership in the promotion of its mission.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Sterling Heights Regional
Chamber of Commerce & Industry in recogni-
tion of their 50th anniversary and wishing
them many more years of effective service to
the Macomb County business community.

———
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of the Lakewood Cham-
ber of Congress on the occasion of its centen-
nial celebration. For 100 years, the Chamber
of Commerce has served as a vital resource

for Lakewood’s business community.

In 1911, the Lakewood Chamber of Com-
merce was founded, consisting of a board of
17 individuals. Since then, the Chamber of
Commerce has grown into a thriving organiza-
tion of over 375 businesses, making it one of
the largest suburban chambers of the state.
The Chamber of Commerce is instrumental in
helping Lakewood businesses save money,
advocate for pro-business legislation at the
local, state, and federal levels, and offers an
opportunity for these businesses to interact
and work together to promote the City of
Lakewood.

Throughout the past 100 years, the Cham-
ber of Commerce has established numerous
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events and accomplished numerous objec-
tives. Some of the more noteworthy achieve-
ments include the Taste of Lakewood, the
Lakewood Magazine, Light Up Lakewood, the
Lakewood Home Show, and the Community
Scholarship program. It is also a co-founder of
LakewoodAlive, an economic development
corporation whose mission is to improve the
quality of life of residents by creating alliances
with community leaders, leveraging community
assets and expanding the pool of available re-
sources in order to facilitate economic stability

and growth in the City of Lakewood.
Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me

in honoring the Lakewood Chamber of Com-
merce for its 100 years of outstanding service
to the business community.
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the life and legacy of the Honorable Shirley
Chisholm, who was the first African-American
woman elected to Congress (1969-83). She
served with me as part of New York’s con-
gressional delegation and as a founding mem-
ber of the Congressional Black Caucus.

My dear colleague from Brooklyn was also
the first African American to run for President
of the United States when she declared her
candidacy in 1972. Challenging all accepted
practices of politics, this very junior Member of
the House, an African American woman at
that, by declaring for the Presidency, single-
handedly raised the profile and aspirations of
all those newly empowered Blacks and
women of that era.

In addition to her inspiration as a pioneer of
political achievement by minorities, Chisholm
was a champion for improving the quality of
life in inner city communities, and a tireless
advocate for protecting the rights of women
and children throughout the United States.

A historic figure in American politics who
broke glass ceilings and set examples for fu-
ture generations of leaders, Shirley Chisholm
passed away at age 80 on January 1, 2005.

| introduced legislation today to post-
humously award a gold medal to my former
colleague and trailblazing friend, in marking
this week’s 40th Anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Congressional Black Caucus, and
in commemoration of National Women’s His-
torX in March. i ]

bove all of her firsts, Shirley wanted most
to be remembered as a ‘woman who lived in
the twentieth century and who dared to be a
catalyst for change.’ | believe her legacy con-
tinues to inspire all of us to work for progress,
and urge my colleagues to join me in honoring
the life of Shirley Chisholm.

———
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
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dedication and contributions to the community
of Riverside, California are exceptional. River-
side has been fortunate to have dynamic and
dedicated community leaders who willingly
and unselfishly give their time and talent and
make their communities a better place to live
and work. Brian Hawley is one of these indi-
viduals. On March 24, 2011, Brian was hon-
ored as the “Volunteer of the Year” at the
111th Inaugural Celebration of the Greater
Riverside Chambers of Commerce.

Brian Hawley is Chairman and Chief Finan-
cial Officer of Luminex. Founded in 1994, this
privately held, global, growing, and consist-
ently profitable company develops distinctive
data storage products based on proven tech-
nologies that tackle the complex challenges of
storing, archiving, distributing and protecting
data.

In 2002 and 2003, Luminex was named to
the Deloitte Fast50 list as being one of the
fastest growing technology companies in
Southern California. In 2003, Luminex was
one of the select few companies named to
both the Inc. Magazine “Inc. 500” and Deloitte
“Fast 500” as one of the 500 fastest growing
companies in the United States.

Along with his co-founders, Luminex re-
ceived the Spirit of the Entrepreneur award in
technology, the Greater Riverside Chambers
of Commerce Small Business Eagle award,
the UC Riverside Bourns College of Engineer-
ing Honored Alumni Award, and was honored
as a California Small Business of the Year.

Luminex has twenty-seven employees
headquartered in Riverside, California and ad-
ditional development offices in San Diego,
California and Beaverton, Oregon.

Prior to co-founding Luminex, Brian owned
and managed Computer Systems Inter-
national, a consulting firm specializing in cor-
porate business computing and software de-
velopment in a variety of industries.

Brian has served on the Riverside’s High
Tech Task Force, is past chairman and a
founding member of the Riverside Technology
CEO Forum, a past chair of the Science Tech-
nology Education Partnership, and is currently
Chair of the Chamber's Governmental Affairs
Committee.

Brian has participated in the Chamber’s an-
nual advocacy trip to Sacramento, advocating
for the best interests of the region. He was
called upon by the California Chamber of
Commerce to testify in support of a bill that al-
lows employees greater flexibility in their work
week.

In light of all Brian has done for the commu-
nity of Riverside, the Greater Riverside Cham-
bers of Commerce named Brian their Volun-
teer of the Year. Brian’s tireless passion for
community service has contributed immensely
to the betterment of the community of River-
side, California. He has been the heart and
soul of many community organizations and
events and | am proud to call him a fellow
community member, American and friend. |
know that many community members are
grateful for his service and salute him as he
receives this prestigious award.
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